A new method of treating large bony defects of the proximal femur is described.
The defect is filled with a large vascular-pedicled bone graft from the iliac crest. The graft, beIng nourished by the deep circumflex iliac vessels, remains viable and therefore Induces rapid healing of the bone. The vascular-pedicled iliac-crest graft and its use. Size of pedicled After operation the hip was kept 30 degrees flexed and in 15 degrees ofmedial rotation so as to avoid tension on the vascular pedicle of the graft. Seven to 10 days after operation the patients were allowed to move freely in bed. At three to four weeks they were using wheelchairs and at 7 to 10 weeks they were allowed to walk with the aid of crutches, but still avoiding weight-bearing. 
VIABILITY OF THE GRAFT

